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Nassau County 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Coastal Management Element (CEV) (CHI) (WDU) 
Goals, Objectives and Policies 

Coastal Environment Sub-Element (CEV) 

Goal 5.0 

:Ute-G&unty-shaU-manage,tt5e,-con5et<Ve-and-flrote~t-U1~astat-resoul~-es-alott!f-\•fith 

prot~oting....human-lif-e-fr-arn-aaturakUsa5tas. Promote the responsible management of its 
coastal area, balancing the provision of water-dependant and water-related uses with the 
prot ection of life and propertv from natural disasters and the preservation of natural 
resources. 

OBJECTIVE CEV.01 

~eA-P-Ian-aseptiBR-; The County shall protect, and conse1ve afH:i--eRhaAw the remaining coastal 
barrier dunes and establish construction standards to minimize the impact of man-made 
structures on the dunes and beaches~ tRfeH~h-irnplementinQ-the--fBIIewiAg-peiiGies~ 

Pelley 5.02A-:-0-1-

+l'le--Gooffiy-will-see-k--f3refessienakwa1Hatie+l--from DEP's Office ef Beache&-afl€1-Geastai--Systerns 
anEf-the U.S. Army-Gefj3S-Bf-Efl§ffiee-F&-bofeFe--perrnilliAg-aAy--eeastal-stFHGWf8--13t=epesetl-for­
cet~lli R§-bea€R--eresioA-. 

Polley~ CEV.01.01 

No rnotorized vehicles will be allowed on dune systems except in an emergency situation as 
designated by the local civil defense agency. 

+l'le-Geunty shall request a re-evalliation ef the CCCL 9y-t~erida-DepaftmeHt-ef 
&1-v+t:eRmen ta I P retectien- at-least-eRGe--e-Very- five (5) yea FS-fellewlnfl-lfle-aseption-ef the 2QGG 
eAR-sasetl-amootJ.mems.. 

Policy 5.02A.04-CEV.01 .02 

In order to help protect the primary and secondary dune system and mitigate the effects of a 
storm surge, criteria shall be incorporated in the Land Development ~latioAS--Code withiR-ene 
yw-F-Gf..-tfle-aee-ptieA-Of-.the EAR base-Ef.-plaH--ame-REfme-At that require the following: 

1. Site plan review shall be required for all new beachfront construction. 

2. Vegetated oak hammock and dune interiace areas .. where they exist, 
shall be preserved to ensure protection of primary and secondary dune 
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systems. Site plan review and on-site inspections during construction 
shall require that vegetated areas shall not be destroyed beyond 30 feet 
outside of the immediate building area. 

3. Excavation shall be confined to construction zones containing building 
pads, drainage structures, parking ancl drives and recreational uses with 
maximum efforts made to minimize damage in all areas of the dune 
system. 

4. Any excavation in the primary or secondary dune system shall not reduce 
existing crest elevations below twenty-six feet (26') mean sea level. 

5. Any breaches or blowouts in the primary dune system shall be indicated 
on the site plan and shall be filled and revegetated per permits obtained 
through DEP. 

6. Excavation of primary and secondary dunes shall be proh ibited, unless 
there no other development alternatives on site. 

7. In the event of unpermitted destruction or damage to dunes, the 
developer shall reconstruct or repair the damage to pre-construction 
conditions. 

Policy ~4A CEV.01 .03 

The County shall continue to recognize the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) Coastal Construction Control Line (CCCL), as established by Chapter 161 .053. F.S. 
Construction encroachment, except for the following, shall be prohibited oceanward of the CCCL. 

1. federal, state and locally permitted erosion control stabilization and 
beach renourishment projects; 

2. the construction of dune cross-over structures and other minor 
structures: 

3. public navigational projects, markers or other control structures; 

4. maintenance and/or restoration of legal nonconforming structures not 
requiring greater than 50 percent reconstruction, per Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) regulations; 

5. use of emergency equipment and/or activities, such as removal of 
ordinance and debris, to protect life and/or loss of upland property; 

6. structu ra l and non-structural stabilization techniques to protect coasta l 
buildings from a 25 year or less storm event. 

OBJECTIVE 5.-02a CEV.02 

WpeA-PiaR-adopt~eA, The County shall strive-te-restore support the restoration of altered beaches 
t-Rrougf:t-imf}lemMtm€)-the-f-eUowiAg---poliGies;...or dune systems. 
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Policy ~.Q.-1. CEV.02.01 

The County, in coordination with SAISSA and the City of Fernandina Beach, shall apply to 
appropriate State QEP agencies and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to acquire grant funding 
for the restoration of altered beaches or dunes on Amelia Island where such alteration occurs 
over time. 

Policy 5.023,02 CEV.02.02 

The County shall request State of Florida Department of Environmenta l Protection (DEP} and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to notify them of any pending projects for dredging in the St. Ma1ys 
channel in order to obtain joint agreements with appropriate public agencies to mitigate impacts to 
the beach area at Fort Cl inch State Pari< and to enhance and renourish the public beaches of 
Amelia Island. 

F-ill-in-beash-areas sRaU-ee--restfieteEI-t~atefia.J.s-GAafaetefi.st~e--et-the-13eacll, wlliGlt-arB 
compatiele-witll-those currently iR-place. 

OBJECTIVE ~9 CEV.03 

tJ-po~aA-a€1Gption, The County will cooperate with federal and state agencies fj.,e.,-GGF-f}s--Gf 
€Hijfneers,Q~ in the protection, enhancement, and restoration of the environmental qualiiy of 
the coastal area. through implementing the following policies: 

Peli~ 

+he-Got-mty-will-cen t~n~e--te--c-ooperate-wW-l-G€P-to-i mprnve--afl€1- fHai n ta i IH"'ate r qua I i ty-a t-the 
a ppropria te-sta neaffis-fer-pa Fti~ Ia r:-wate r--be€fy-€-IBB£i-fiea t~o n s. 

Policy~ CEV.03.01 

The County shall not issue a development permit prior to the review by the appropriate state 
and/or federal regulatory agencyies having jurisdiction for projects that may impact tfle coastal 
barrier island§, coastal wetlands, living marine resources or coastal habitat known to be 
supporting endangered or threatened species of plant or animal. 

PGii~ 

The-Geunty-will-festfiGHlevelepmen t-j3rof}OS8~~ iell--c-ou 1€1-a €1veFSeo/-i r-Bpacf-.tf:le--c-easta-1--area,­
eet-A-iflGi-v-l€1H<Hiy--afl4-ttiml:l1a~ew-{fBVOiepment--en /\melia--ffilaHd-shall-flof-b~eHR i tted 
unless-there exists ava ilaele-central-sewef-Ba(3acHy-fer-wnneGtier+.-
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PfejeGts--wf::lich-fe.st!l-t-4n-the-lGSS-{)f-teastal-1eseYfG€s-wiii-Bnl->j-be,3efRlittBtl--in--c-ases-ef-eveffitiiflg 
f*!Biis-benefih 

Polley~ CEV.03.02 

Development that will impact coastal wetlands shall comply with the regulations of the U.S. Army 
Corp~ of Engineers, SJRWMD, DEP @A and other state/.feEief<H-state, federal and regional 
agencies as appropriate. 

P-olf~06 

AssHffi--4Rat- Hew-BeveloJ3meflt-does-Ret- inteFfef-e-or- rest{iGt- vva-tef-from--efl teriH§-wetlands-oF 
estYaFies te maint<HfHleFmal-meiG§ical-f3FedueUvi~ 

Qevelepmoo.t-o rEie rs sf:lall-Be--ilesi§neEI-te--protect tile t YfJe,--RattlFe;-aAEI-fYHetieA-Bf-Heedpla iH&; 
wetiBnEI&,-watelways;-inlets,es-t-uaFies,lakes-anEI----wilallfe-llaaitat--eG€-I:Ii3ietl--By-e-nEia~~geroEl--eF 
tf::lr-eate-AOO-SJ3e€i e s by limi liA§--0 ncreaBh-me nt, re mev-a 1--ef--Hat.i.v&.ve§Bta t ieR;--J3elltllieH-Eifficf::laf§e, 
GfeG§C ana fill, Elr-affi.a~&,-{3r--e!Ref--impacts-assGciate€1--with-devele~I=Aeffi.:. 

Policy 5.09-.Q8 CEV.03.03 

The County shall establish coordinating procedures with adjacent counties and municipalities to 
establish intergovernmental agreements for coordinating efforts in preventing estuarine pollution, 
controlling surface water runoff and protecting living marine resources. 

P-o I lsy--a.o9-.Q8A 

baflEI&--eensiaered for-aeqHffiitieH by---!Re-GeYHly--a&-iJI:et!flWays--a.nEH:--eHS9fVBtieH/flreseFv-alien 
area s-s-Ral 1-i nelYfle-Beasta l..faOO&--vulnefable-to-h-ufficane-4Htf3aBts~ 

OBJECTIVE 5.--1-0 CEV.04 

Dredging and filling in the coastal areas shall be discouraged. 

P-GIIcy 5.10.01 

+he--c--eAStfuctieR--ef-caflBis-a-nEI--ethef--man-rAaae-Havigaale-wateiWays--sll all--net--9e-apprev-ea-By 
!Re-Gounty--I:IAtll-a 11-feGera 1-a REI-stat-e-per-mits-Rave-Beefl-a~ HffeG:. 

Policy CEV.04.01 

The County shall require all dredge and fi ll operations to utilize mitigation techniques and obtain 
.91!..mmlicable federal, state and loca l permits. 
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Policy &.-W.02 CEV.04.02 

All approved dredge and/or fill activities shall be conducted in a manner, which minimizes adverse 
impacts on natural ecosystems, water quality, and allow for adequate flushing. 

Policy &.-W.03 CEV.04.03 

All dredge spoil material shall be placed on suitable disposal sites approved by all agencies witll 
jurisdiction. 

Policy 5.,.:1 fLG4 CEV.04.04 

Approved best management practices, published by the Florida Department of Environmental 
Regulation, shall be used before, during and after construction to reduce siltation and erosion. 

Policy &.-W.Oa CEV.04.05 

The County shall permit riprap landward of the mean high water line and Coasta l Construction 
Control Line (CCCL) only on parcels of land adjacent to existing shoreline erosion structures. In 
other areas vegetative buffers should be utilized. 

OBJECTIVE 5.--1-1 CEV.05 

~efl-P.Ian-adeptiml; The County shall implement the following policies to fJrotest,GonseFVe-eF 
eAtlaRGe minimize the impact of new development on coastal wetlands, living marine resources, 
coastal barriers afHi-~wildlife habitat and historic/a rchaelogical resouces. 

+HB-Go~all-aaof}!-taRG-eevefopme~HfatieR&,-Which--limi-t-Bpecif~RCJ....c-tJmulatlve-ir~aGts 
eklevelepme-R-t-Gr:-red eve1e~en t-eA-€ea sta 1--fese H r-ce& 

Policy CEV.05.01 

Development orders in the coastal planning area shall be designed to protect the type, nature. 
and function of floodplains. wetlands. waterways. inlets. estuaries. and wi ldlife habitat that is 
occupied by endangered or threatened species by limiting encroachment. removal of native 
vegetation. pollution discharge. dredge and fill. drainage. or other impacts associated with 
development. 

Policy CEV.05.02 

Coastal resou rces and associated natural communities that support the health of tl1e St. Marys­
Nassau watershed and the associated estuarine systems should be priority areas for 
preservation. Preservation methods may include incentives such as transfer of development 
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rights. mitigation credits. wetland and open space credits. conservation easements and or. 
through fee simple or less than fee acquisition. 

PoliCY- CEV.05.03 

Proposed development projects in the coastal area shall be reviewed at the time of issuing a 
building permit or development order to determine potential impacts on designated historic sites. 
When such construction or other development activity may impact adversely on a historic/ 
archaeologica l site. the proposed development must provide sufficient buffering (spatial 
separation. physical wall, or other method approved by the County Planning and Zoning Board) 
before a permit is issued. 

OBJECTIVE 5..:1-J CEV.06 

Yj3eR-P-IaR--aEfaptiBA1 The County shall maintain or improve the environmental quality of its the 
estuarine systems of the St. Mary's and Nassau Rivers through implementing the following poli·· 
cies: 

Policy~ CEV.06.01 

Marinas and boat ramps shall be located in areas where they create a minimum adverse impact 
to water quality and existing marine habitat. 

Policy 5.13.02 CEV.06.02 

The County will seek professional evaluation regarding the impact upon environmental quality of 
estuarine systems prior to permitting any structure proposed for control ling bank erosion. 

Policy ~.G3 CEV.06.03 

Construction sites, which border estuarine systems must control surface water run-off during and 
after construction activities to a level equal to or less than that, which occurred prior to 
construction. 

New-Efe.vel~t-Bent-eA-U~e-BaFfiet~slaA€1-wil l--f8€tt!ire central-water-an€1-sewet:.....Raek- up-wRen 
availa9/e-OOfar-e-a-ffiHIEfinf}-f}em~it-Bf-EfeveiGfH-BOAk:lrEief...te-precee4-will-be-iss~;~e€h · 

Policy 5.13.05 CEV.06.04 

Marinas that eatef--te-have live-aboard craft shall be equipped with sewage pump-out and 
collection systems for vessels. 
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Policy 5.--1.3..-06 CEV.06.05 

On an ongoing basis. The County shall fetlti€St-that coordinate with the Fflep Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to 
periodically review its the policies of the Coasta l Management Element and provide 
recommendations for improving Ge~Rty protection of the Ft. Clinch State Park and Nassau­
St.Johns River Marshes Aquatic Preserve§ . ~ese-rewmmeAdatia~GR--apf3rGVal by-the 
Board of-Ge u n ty Com m issieneF&-SR-a 11,--tJ.:!FOU§A--t-Re--Bmenfl.m~rosess,--Be-mase-f3a Ft-a.f.--t.fle 
Gaastai-Ma na€Je-me-nt-EleRl en!-: 

Policy 5.-:I.J..Q-7 CEV.06.06 

+he-Getmly--BHi~Giflg-Gfficial-sJ.:!aU-BeemiAatEHVi-t-R The County Department of Health to shall 
ensure that septic tanl<s and septic tanl< drainfields are located at setbacl< distances prescribed by 
appropriate Administrative Codes. 

Polley 5.13.08 

:r-Re-GauAty-Aereby aaef3t&-t-A€-Stat&-tlesi§naliGfl-ef.-G.I.ass-lll and II waters as define-G-in-tfle--1-W6 
WateF-Quali-ty Assessment-fer--the-State--e~or~da-{aGa~J3er-t},--as--tl-le--miAim~m-wate~~a-Hty 
stan4aFd-fer-t-Ae--waters of the--Geasta l Zone--{ex~t:~sivtH*-t.fle-A(Juatic PreservBS)-af.--Nassau 
GeuAty. The Couffiy-Will-re§-Yfa-te-aev~opme-Rt-wHhin-t~le Coastal Zone-c-eRSisteA-t-with--GE-P--watef 
maHagement-abjeGtive-s--feF-maiHlaiRiR§ the Class--Ut--anQ-..-fkjesignalioR&.----GJa.ss-1+1--watefs-aFO 
w+table--fo~Gr-eatie R,f3Fef33gation,a nEI--mamtooance-ef-a--ReaAA y,well-ba Ia need pof3ulati-en-of 
f-is-R--a-nEI--wilahlo." Class II waters are hel4-te-a-fli§fl0f-tl~~an4am ... 

Policy 5.:13,.09 CEV.06.07 

Nassau Col;lnty shall limit the amount of storrnwater discharge into the waters of the coastal ~ne 
planning area by: 

1. Requiring all new development in the coastal ~ne planning area to util ize on-site 
retention or detention methods consistent with the provisions of the Stormwater 
Management Sub-Element prior to discharge; 

2. Requiring new development in the coastal planning area to utilize natural drainage 
features,..-&~cfl--as--irAJ39HRdeG-at=~d-<UAimf3oo-ntleG-wBtlafl€1s-and-swales, to the maximum 
extent possible for stonnwater management; 

J......-R.e(J~FiHg--ai4---H ew--dev-elef3t'lien t-to-re-ta in, at miR in~ 1:1 rn,--1-Ae---fi r:st- eAe---fl-}---ineh---e-f 
stormwateHUAeff: 

=f--l-1e-Geu n ty-sha 1-1--fe(j~Fe-a~ 1-d reage-a-R4-fill-ef3er-a tiens-ts-utili~J3r-ope-F-mHiF.Jat~on-tOB-RRiqyes-ana 
~H--aaditi en-te-eatai-Hing--a 11-a pf3li£a91e-fe€1 et:a 1,-state-aRfWeca 1-peHniffi... 
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Yi)eA-P-Ian-adoptien,tf:le-Get,mty-shaii-J3FGvide-fer~l~e--proteetien,-J3fe.Ser:vatlon er sensitive-HH!so-of 
his terls-rese1:1 rces th ro~:~gt:l-im plement~R€}-tRe-fellewi n€J-J3Giiciesr 

l=l ister~G-I'esoH FBes--sl:l-a-ll-9~rotecteEJ-t.Hfoo~$i§na t1o n as 11 isteFffi-si tes by the state-BF-Ge,t,r n ty.;. 
S~:~GH--eest§na ted s i t-es--sha I HeEJHir:e--si te-{31a n---feview.--pFGeed l1 res-fef--J3FGf3ese d a I te ra tion s-ef 

rernedeling-#lat wil l ens~:~rB,-thr~HglHH8-flermit.tin§-13recess, that-th6-f3Fepesed-aetivity--will-not 
9e€J1-ade--oH1estroy-#le-fti.stor~Gal/-arcllaeele~eakign ifieance of the-sHe-: 

AEiai)tive-re~:~se--ef-RffiteflG-structures shaii-B8-9ive11--pr:ie~ctior'l£ that wouiHar:m-er= 
Ele&tro]'-tl~e-histor:i~l1e--okttch-resal:IFGe-S:--Aaapt-ive-reuse--shall-ffiGIHae-the-J3ermi-W-Hg-of-l~ister:io 
stft!Gt-l:Jres to be-remedeletl-aHef!a-9Wta te€1-feF--a 1:1 so th a t--weu I€1--Ge---.Re nceRfe m~ing-te--a djaeeAt 
J3FG(3er-t~es-se-ler:~fj--3-&-tl=le-r:emedellf1§k-ehabHitatieR-dee5-flat-affB&t-tRe-flistorieal-sign ifieaRee-af.-tl.la 
structme an€1--tH~repase€1-tl-se is, or can be--maEie,-wmi)ati-91e-witA-adfaGefl.t-.k!n€1--ttSe& 

Pelley 5.14.03 

Pfe(3eseEI--{!evele~oot-i)rejects-sh-aU--Se-revieweEI---at--fue---tf.me-ef-i&wi~l:liiGifl§-13ermit-ef 
ElevBiepmeRt--eroer te Eletermine----petential imf3acts on knewR-histofi&-Sites. WheR--Sl:lch 
ceR&tR:letiofl-9F-etf:ler--<::levelef3A~effi-.activ ity may.-4mpact-adver-sely..B~tef'icl-af-Gha-eele€Jieal-site, 
tR~FeposeG-tleve I o p ment-m~:~st~revide s Hfficient-bHffe~f3at1-a l-separ-ati9A-;----i)flysieal-waH1 ef 
ether melf:teG-appreved by tf:te-GeHnty-P-Ianning an~n~n~oafd}-befer€-a-J3ermit is issued-: 

OBJECTIVE 5.-t-5 CEV.07 

.Yi)en--P-Ian-adeptien,t I he County shall establish level of service standards, areas o'f service and 
phasing of infrastructure in the coastal area that help to protect the coastal environment and 
character tl1rough implementing the following policies: 

Policy CEV.07.01 

Tile County sha ll review its Land Development Code and make revisions as necessary to control 
development in the coastal planning area in a manner that will be compatible with existing water­
dependant uses. wi ll reduce vulnerability to hurricane forces and will protect natural resources. 

Policy CEV.07.02 

New development on Amelia Island will require connection to a central water and sewer system 
when capacity is available before a certi ficate of occupancy wi ll be issued. 
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Levels of.-SeNi€€-for-pota-Bie-water,san~taf)'-SBWer, draina§e,anfi.--soliG-waste-s~eGified in ll'le 
Pt!hli~€ili~ies-E.lemeffi-sllai+-peFtaiA-a~e--te--tl~e--GGw:Hy~s-wa&t-a4-aH~a-.-hevels-of~re-for: 
f0ads-as-sf3e c i fie d i n- th e--=r-ffif:HG-Gir-Bu Ia tfen-Etemen t--Bha-1-~er:ta i ll-alse-te-the--GG8Riy!-s--Geasta I 
ar-B&: 

Pelicy 5.15.02 

Petable--water:-an€1--sBR+tapt-sewef-Ser-viG-e-areas-wHI~n-the-trR~R€91:por-at-e€l-area&-<>f-t4~e--9arrier: 
i-slafld-sflaff---ee--BeFVeEI---by-NassaU--Gel:l~fOUgA-tBG--£9V€FAI110Htally-Got:rffiy-eWA€d-Utl lity, 
Nassall Amelia \!\later, 

Petaele-watOf--aflEl--Banitapt-SBWBf-infrastrt:rctt:rre shal1---13€--pR8se€HRte-ef3eratleA--OO-the--9aFfier: 
island as develof3ffiefl.t-.j3f0ceeds. St:rch pRasing will foltew-#le-req~ir-ement of-flJ 5.0055(-2-Ha) 
sffite-fl o con struetio Fl-fs...t3ermilleG-en-tl'le-i-slaRG-withol:l ~ok-u !3-te--a--eefl tra I~EkBwer:-system-
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